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CULTURAL VALUES OF THE VYSEHRAD RAILWAY
BRIDGE ENSEMBLE

Contribution of the Bridges to the Outstanding Universal Value
of the World Heritage Property “Historic Centre Of Prague”

PAMATKOVE HODNOTY SOUBORU VYSEHRADSKYCH

ZELEZNICNiICH MOSTU
Prispévek mostl k OUV svétového dédictvi
,Historické Centrum Prahy“
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Kontext pamatkové ochrany Vysehradského Zzelezni¢niho mostu Y ustav

1971

The bridge becomes a part
of the Prague Heritage
Reservation

Most soucasti Prazské
pamatkové rezervace

1992

The bridge becomes a
WH property

Most jako soucasti
svetového dédictvi

2004

The bridge gains protection as an individual
cultural heritage asset

Most chranén i jako kulturni pamatka

c O B hutps://gecportalnpu.cwebappbuilder/apps/1 00,
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The large majority of the ensemble lies
within the Prague Heritage Reservation.

Soubor most(l v naprosté vétsiné lezi na
Uuzemi pamatky svétového dédictvi (Prazské
pamatkové rezervace).



Vysehrad Railway Bridge — legal protection « &y Narooni
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VySehradsky most — forma ochrany UsTAV
Full name: Set of railway bridges on the Praha hlavni nadrazi — Praha Smichov route
Plny nazev: Soubor Zelezni¢nich most(l na trati Praha hl. n. — Praha Smichov
_fé‘) ====== -
ST D e s e S In the Central Registry of Cultural Heritage Assets, no. 101315
_ https://pamatkovykatalog.cz/soubor-zeleznicnich-mostu-na-trati-
R e e praha-hl-n-praha-smichov-15729980
:W“"‘“:?m""‘"“ | Section from the National Heritage Institute geo-portal: pink —
it — Centrat-tist'of Cultural Heritdge WHS, grey — Smichov Conservation Zone, red points — individual
- - BT I cultural heritage sites
= === VyFez z mapy pamatkové péce — riizova PPR, Sedd pamdatkova

zéna Smichoy, ¢ervené Srafa objekty kulturnich pamatek

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



Vysehrad Railway Bridge — legal protection
VysSehradsky most — forma ochrany
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Full name: Set of railway bridges on the Praha hl.n. - Praha Smichov route
PIny nazev: Soubor Zelezniénich mostt na trati Praha hl.n. - Praha Smichov

The set consists of several different bridge structures:
B Three-span steel parabolic truss bridge / Tri-polovy ocelovy ptihradovy parabolicky most
B Single-span steel bridge / Ctyf-polovy plnostnény ocelovy most

B Stone viaduct, 8 arches — south part granite, north part sandstone) / Kamenny viadukt o osmi
obloucich (jizni ¢ast Zulova, severni z piskovce)

B Single-span steel bridge / Svafovany jedno-polovy ocelovy most

Stone viaduct (5 arches — south part granite, north part sandstone) / Kamenny viadukt o péti
obloucich (jizni ¢ast Zulova, severni z piskovce)
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VysSehradsky most — historie
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USTAV

1872

Construction of the Prague
Connecting Railway

Vltava River bridged by a single-
track steel bridge with five spans

Vystavba Spojovaci drahy
Vltava premosténa jednokolejnym
ocelovym mostem o péti polich

1901

Original structures replaced by a
parabolic steel truss bridge with
3 spans

PUvodni konstrukce nahrazeny
parabolickym ocelovym
prihradovym mostem o 3 polich

1908

Second track added

Full operation of the bridge set
(including the second half of the
stone part)

Zdvoukolejnéni drahy
PIné zprovoznéni soumosti (véetné
druhé poloviny kamenné ¢asti)

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026
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Vystavba Prazské spojovaci drahy, zprovoznéné 1872
Construction of the Prague Connecting Railway, opened in 1872

Situation around 1870 Sftuation after 1872
Situace kolem roku 1870 Situace po roce 1872

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026
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Hlavni pamatkové hodnoty v © ustav

In line with Article 82 of the Operational Guidelines, the Vysehrad Set of Railway Bridges displays a significant
degree of authenticity as required from a WH property:

Authenticity of form and design / Autenticita formy
Pillars and steel trusses of the Vitava River crossing, stone viaducts below Vysehrad Castle
Pilife a ocelova prihradova konstrukce premosténi Vitavy, kamenné viadukty pod VySehradem

Authenticity of materials and substance / Autenticita hmoty
Sandstone, granite and steel material and structural elements
Kamenné (piskovcové, Zulové) a ocelové stavebni a konstrukéni prvky

Authenticity of use and function / Autenticita funkce a uzivani
Railway bridge serving traffic continuously since 1872
Zelezniéni most slouzici dopravé nepretrzité od roku 1872

Authenticity of traditions, technologies and management systems / Autenticita technologie
Riveted steel truss structure dating from 1901
Prihradova nytovana ocelova konstrukce z roku 1901

Authenticity of location and setting / Pohledové a panoramatické hodnoty
Important landmark in the panorama of Prague
Vyznamna dominanta v panoramatu Prahy

Authenticity of spirit and feeling, and other forms of intangible heritage / Ikonicka / symbolicka role v Zivoté spolecnosti
Important urban-landscape-forming element, a popular place for the local community and Prague residents in
general

Vyznamny méstotvorny prvek, oblibené misto Siroké mistni komunity a obyvatel Prahy obecné

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



Value from the historical point of view

Hodnota historickd
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Zdroj snimku: Archiv hl. m. Prahy

The older design of the
bridge: flat-truss bridge
made of welded steel - the
supporting pillars were
retained

Starsi reseni:
lichobézZnikovy pfihradovy
most ze svarkové oceli

On the horizon: the
Basilica of St. Peter and
Paul on the Vysehrad hill
(pictured before its
completion)

Na horizontu: bazilika sv.
Petra a Pavla na VySehradé
(pred dostavbou)
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Value from the historical point of view
Hodnota historicka

B 1901
Replacement of
the bridge
structure
requiring only a
two-day closure
to traffic

Vymeéna mostni
konstrukce
béhem dvoudenni
vyluky

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



Value from the historical point of view
Hodnota historicka
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The panorama is complemented by the completion of the Basilica of
St. Peter and Paul in VySehrad - appearance in 1925

Panorama doplnuje dostavba baziliky sv. Petra a Pavla na Vysehradé,
Stav z roku 1925.

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026

Existing riveted mild steel truss
structure

Stavajici nytovana prihradova
konstrukce z plavkové oceli

Bridge structures designed in
cooperation with the engineer
FrantiSek Prasil

Mostni konstrukce navrzeny ve
spolupraci inzenyra Frantiska Prasila

Suppliers: Prasil Brothers & Co.,
Prague Bridge Works, former
Ruston & Co., Archduke Friedrich
Teschen Ironworks

Dodavatelské firmy: Bratfi Prasilové
a spol., Prazska mostarna
Ceskomoravské strojirny, byvala
Rustonka, Tésinské zelezarny
arcivévody Bedricha
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B The VysSehrad Set of Railway Bridges is one of only two preserved historic steel bridges over
the Vitava River in the WHS Historic Centre of Prague
Vysehradsky Zelezni¢ni most je jednim ze dvou dochovanych historickych ocelovych mostU pres
VlItavu v ramci svétového dédictvi Historické centrum Prahy

Now-defunct metal bridges in Prgue
Zaniklé prazské kovové mosty

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026
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B The second of the two preserved historic steel bridges over the Vitava River in the WHS
Historic Centre of Prague

Druhy ze dvou dochovanych historickych ocelovych mostud pres Vitavu v rdmci svétového dédictvi
Historické centrum Prahy

The Svatopluk Cech Bridge (Art Nouveau): the same material concept, but a completely different
architectural and engineering concept compared to the Vysehrad Bridge, serving a different mode of
transport

Secesni most Svatopluka Cecha — stejny materidlovy koncept, zcela rozdilné architektonické a
inZenyrské koncepce v porovnani s vysSehradskym, odlisSny druh dopravy

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026
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bridges over the Vitava River v ° Gstav

B Prague’s bridges — one of the key elements shaping the image of historic Prague
Prazské mosty — jeden z klicovych prvk( utvarejicich obraz historické Prahy

mosty silni¢ni mosty Zelezni¢ni mosty prevazné ocelové mosty prevaziné kamenné

road bridges rail bridges mainly steel bridges mainly stone bridges

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



NARODNI

Authenticity of materials and substance .
3 DNI
Hodnota autentické hmoty v > e

M Original structural materials — sandstone, granite and mild steel
Plvodni konstrukéni hmoty — piskovec, Zula a plavkova ocel

OGO OETTBEN e o DEGEAEDOOE TN, PV
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B The vast majority of the main parts of the steel structures are preserved in their original mass.
Hlavni ¢asti ocelovych konstrukci dochovany v naprosté vétsiné v pavodni hmoté.

B The exceptions are the reconstructed footbridges at the sides, which were mostly replaced with
new materials, though the original structural design has been retained.

Vyjimku tvori rekonstruované bocni lavky pro pési, které byly vétSinové nahrazeny novym
materidalem v plvodnim konstrukénim usporadani.

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



Authenticity of form and technologies
Hodnota formy a technologie
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B Engineering design based on functional requirements
B Progressive design — using steel to bridge long spans

B Subtle truss structure — steel elements with riveted
joints

B The only railway bridge in Prague with a lower bridge
deck

B The only steel railway bridge over the Vitava River in
Prague

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026

InZzenyrské konstrukéni feseni, vychazejici z
pozadavkui na funkci

Progresivni reseni — premosténi dlouhych rozpont
za pouziti oceli

Subtilni pfihradova konstrukce — ocelové prvky s
nytovanymi spoji

Jediny Zelezni¢ni most s dolni mostovkou v Praze

Jediny ocelovy Zelezni¢ni most pres Vitavu v Praze




Authenticity of use and function
Hodnota autentické funkce
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B The bridge has been serving railway traffic continuously since 1872
Zelezniénimu provozu slouZi most kontinudlné od roku 1872

B Railway traffic was the reason for the bridge’s construction, and it derives its legitimacy from
this function
Zelezni¢ni dopravni funkce byla obecnym inicidtorem zrodu véci a jako takovou ji legitimizuje

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026
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B The bridge viewed from a distance
Most v dalkovych pohledech

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026
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B The Vltava River, VysSehrad Cathedral, VySehrad Rock, the Cubist buildings below the
Vysehrad hill, the railway bridges and the former Podskali Customs House — a unique and
harmonious ensemble that captures the dynamism of the era at the turn of the 20" century
Reka Vltava, katedrala na Vy3ehradé, vy$ehradskd skala, kubistické domy pod Vysehradem,
Zelezni€ni mosty a Podskalska celnice — jedine¢ny a harmonicky soubor, ve kterém je otiSténa
dynamika doby pfelomu 19. a 20. stoleti

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



Value in terms of contribution to the urban panorama
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Hodnota pohledova / panoramaticka v ustav
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Hodnota ikony / symbolu v Ustav

B Numerous representations in visual arts

ré

Presah do vytvarného umeéni

Martina Krupickova, contemporary art

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



Value as an iconic structure - genius loci, role as a symbol
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B Numerous representations in visual arts / Pfesah do vytvarného uméni
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Jifi Sebek
contemporary photography
soucasna fotografie

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



Value as an iconic structure - genius loci, role as a symbol
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A popular postage stamp from the 1970s / Potovni znamka, Ji¥i Svengsbir, 1978
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B Part of the city’s image, part of its cultural history,
a MUST SEE site in Prague
Soucast obrazu mésta, soucast kulturni historie, oblibeny cil pri predstaveni mésta

I a
. \
/
'
-

‘Kolya’, Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film, 1997
Film Kolja, cena americké filmové akademie Oscar za nejlepsi cizojazycny film, 1997

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026
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Zachovani pamatkovych hodnot ve vazbé na mozné varianty reSeni % ustav

REPAIR
AND USE
FOR RAIL
TRANSPORT
AUTHENTICITY OF
MATERIALS/SUBSTANCE
AUTHENTICITY YES
OF FORM/DESIGN
AUTHENTICITY OF YES
TRADITIONS/TECHNOLOGY
AUTHENTICITY YES
OF LOCATION/SETTING
AUTHENTICITY YES

OF USE/FUNCTION

COPY

OF THE
STRUCTURE
AND USE
FOR RAIL
TRANSPORT

NO

YES

YES / NO

YES

YES

TRANSFER DEMOLITION,
OF THE STRUCTURETO REPLACEMENT
ANOTHER PLACE, WITH
TRANSFER OF RAIL A NEW BRIDGE
TRAFFIC ENTIRELY TO
A NEW BRIDGE
NO
YES NO
YES NO
NO NO
NO NO

A solution based on repairing the existing structure while maintaining its operational function preserves the
widest range of identified historic values; replacement with a new bridge structure preserves none of them.

Redeni zaloZené na opravé stavajici konstrukce pfi zachovani provozni funkce uchovava nejsirsi $kalu
identifikovanych historickych hodnot; nahrada novou mostni konstrukci Zadné z nich.

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



The position of NHI - Conclusion
Postoj NPU - Zavér
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The demolition of the bridge would adversely affect
several attributes of all the values identified on the
WH property:

Urbanism-related values — the VySehrad Bridge and the
adjacent areas at Vyton and Smichov have left an
important mark on Prague’s urban development.

Panorama-related values — the river is one of the main
visual axes of the central part of Prague. The bridge and
the adjacent areas are visible from far and near, both
looking outwards from the site and inwards towards its
centre.

Architecture-related values — an important historic
representative of bridge-building located within a WH
property.

Historical complexity and material authenticity — the
bridge has been preserved in an almost completely
authentic form, and documents historical technologies.

The demolition of the iconic part of the bridge would
disrupt the visual integrity and authenticity of the
Historic Centre of Prague.

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026

Demolici mostu by byly negativné dotceny cetné
atributy vSech hodnot identifikovanych na azemi
statku:

Urbanistické hodnoty — Vysehradsky most a Vytonské
a Smichovské predmosti tvori vyznamnou stopu
v urbanistickém vyvoiji.

Panoramatické hodnoty - reka tvofi jednu z
nejvyznamneéjsich pohledovych os centra mésta. Most
i pfilehlé Uzemi jsou viditelné jak z blizkych, tak
dalkovych pohled( a to jak smérem ven tak smérem

k centru statku.

Architektonické hodnoty — vyznamna pamatka
mostniho stavitelstvi na Uzemi statku svétového
dédictvi.

Historicka vrstevnatost a materialova autenticita —

pamatka je dochovand v témér autentické podobé
z doby vystavby a je dokladem dobovych technologii.

Demolici ikonické casti Zzeleznicniho mostu by byla
porusena vizudlni integrita i autenticita Historického
centra Prahy.
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Poradni mise Centra svétového dédictvi a ICOMOQOS, 12/2024 - UsTav

B The World Heritage Centre's advisory mission took B Poradni mise Centra svétového dédictvi se
place in December 2024. The advisory mission focused uskutecnila v prosinci roku 2024. Poradni mise se
on "obtaining and reviewing information on the overall soustredila na ,ziskani a prezkoumani informaci o
Prague transport needs that support the need to celkovych prazskych dopravnich potrebach, které
modernise the Vysehrad Railway Bridge over the Vitava podporuji potfebu modernizace Vysehradského
River, on other spatial options that were considered, on zeleznicniho mostu pres reku Vitavu, o dalsich
the arguments for keeping the bridge in its current prostorovych moznostech, které byly zvazovany, o
location, and on engineering opinions on whether the argumentech pro zachovani mostu v jeho soucasné
existing bridge can be strengthened to accommodate poloze a o inzenyrskych stanoviscich k tomu, zda Ize
new generation trains or whether it should be adapted stavajici most zesilit pro provoz vlakd nove generace,
for pedestrian traffic only". nebo zda by mél byt zachovan pouze pési provoz”.

B The steel bridge over the Vitava River should be B Ocelovy most pfes feku Vltavu by mél byt zachovan a
preserved and repaired in accordance with the opraven v souladu s principy pamatkoveé péce
principles of heritage preservation supported by the podloZenymi technickymi a védeckymi udaji
technical and scientific data provided to the mission, poskytnutymi misi, véetné zaclenéni bezpecnostnich
including the incorporation of safety features to prvka pro zamezeni nahodilého poskozeni a zajisténi
prevent accidental damage and ensure its continued jeho trvalého pfinosu k vyjimecné svétové hodnote,
contribution to the Outstanding Universal Value, while pfi soucasném zavedeni rezimu pravidelnych kontrol
introducing a regime of regular inspections and a planované udrzby vhodné jak pro funkcni
planned maintenance appropriate for both a technickou stavbu, tak pro kulturni pamatku.
functional technical structure and a cultural
monument.

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026



HIA Report
Posudek HIA, 09/2025
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B HIA Report (Assessment of the impact of the intention

to build a new bridge according to a winning
competition design on the world cultural heritage, i.e.
the UNESCO heritage site — the Prague Heritage
Reservation, authored by architect and urban planner
Michael Kloos).

HIA Report confirms that the demolition of the
Vysehrad Railway bridge would lead to irreversible
negative impacts on the outstanding Universual Value
(OUV) of the World Heritage property Historic Centre
of Prague, its atributes and Other OUV-supporting
values. The HIA therefore concludes that the planned
project for the Vysehrad Railway Bridge, in its current
form, is not compatible with the protection of the OUV
of the World Heritage property. Instead, a
conservation-based approach, combined with carefully
designed complementary infrastructure, is requiered.

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026

Posudek HIA (Posouzeni vlivu zaméru vystavby nového
mostu dle vitézného soutéZniho navrhu na svétové
kulturni dédictvi, tedy pamatku UNESCO — Prazskou
pamatkovou rezervaci, autorem architekt a urbanista
Michael Kloos).

Zprava HIA potvrzuje, Ze demolice VySehradského
mostu by vedla k nevratnym negativnim vliviim na
vyjimecnou svétovou hodnotu (OUV) pamatky
svétového dédictvi Historické centrum Prahy, jeji
atributy a dalsSi hodnoty podporujici OUV.
Panoramatické hodnoty. HIA proto dospiva k zavéru,
ze planovany projekt Vysehradského mostu v jeho
soucasné podobé neni kompatibilni s ochranou
vyjimecné svétové hodnoty pamatky svétového
dédictvi. Misto toho je zapotrebi uprednostnit pristup
zalozeny na ochrané kombinovany s peclivé
navrzenou doplrkovou infrastrukturou.



Architectural and historical survey (SHP)
Stavebné historicky prizkum
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Architectural and historical survey (SHP) was carried
out by ZIP o. p. s. — Zapadocesky institut pro ochranu
a dokumentaci pamatek.

The railway bridge under Vysehrad is a historical and
technical document of the development of Prague and
railway construction. Its preservation is important not only
for the preservation of cultural and technical heritage, but
also for a broader understanding of the technical and
social changes that took place during the 19th and 20th
centuries. With regard to the current legislation, it is
therefore necessary to consider the bridge as a protected
monument, with all the consequences. Due to its unique
values, the bridge was entered into the Central List of
Immovable Cultural Monuments (USKP) in 2004. It had
already become part of the Prague Heritage Reservation
(MPR) and in 1992 also a part of the UNESCO World
Heritage Site, the Historic Centre of Prague. It is currently
the only large railway bridge of its kind (with riveted steel
parabolic girders) that is protected as a monument in the
Czech Republic, and only by respecting its existing
remarkable structure can this significant industrial
monument and an integral part of the historical core of
Prague be preserved for future generations.

National Heritage Institute, Czechia, 2026

B Stavebné historicky prazkum zpracoval ZIP o. p. s. —

Zapadocesky institut pro ochranu a dokumentaci
pamatek.

Zelezniéni most pod Vy$ehradem tvofi historicky a
technicky doklad o vyvoji Prahy a Zelezni¢niho stavitelstvi.
Jeho ponechani je dllezité nejen pro uchovani kulturniho
a technického dédictvi, ale i pro SirsSi pochopeni
technickych a spolecenskych zmén, které se v prabéhu 19.
a 20. stoleti udaly. S ohledem na stdvajici platnou
legislativu (pamadtkovy zakon a dalsi) je proto nutné
povazovat most za chranénou pamatku, a to se vSemi
dUsledky. Most byl pro své jedinec¢né hodnoty zapsan do
ustfedniho seznamu nemovitych kulturnich pamatek
(USKP) v roce 2004. Jiz diive se stal sou¢asti méstské
pamatkové rezervace (MPR) Praha a v roce 1992 také
soucasti pamatky svétového dédictvi UNESCO Historické
centrum Prahy. V soucasné dobé je jedinym velkym
Zelezniénim mostem svého druhu (s ocelovymi nytovanymi
hornoparabolickymi nosniky), ktery je u nas pamatkové
chranén a jediné pfi respektovani jeho stavajici
pozoruhodné konstrukce mizZe tato vyznamna technicka
pamatka a nedilnd soucast historického jadra Prahy z(stat
zachovana i pro budouci generace.
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Thank you for your attention
Dékujeme za pozornost

Ing. arch. David Méska et al.

National Heritage Institute
N&rodni pamatkovy Ustav, GnR, UOP PR, MCPD



