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EN

Since 2005 the depot facilities of the historic Esterhazy Collection at Forchtenstein Castle have
been examined systematically and objects from these depot rooms have been brought to public
attention in accordance with modern standards of research and presentation. While the many
obviously valuable and outstanding works of art have long been recognised and appreciated,

a group of apparently insignificant and also badly damaged pieces of furniture from the first half
of the 17th century was disregarded until very recently. This included some historic chairs.

In an exemplary restoration project, a team comprising a wood, a textile and a metal restorer
conserved three of these chairs. The measures were designed to restore functional stability, to
preserve the historic substance, and to make adjustments to the chairs in order to give them an
aesthetic overall appearance. Scientific analysis provided valuable information on the surface
condition of the chairs. Upon completion of the measures described, questions of importance in
art history, namely provenance, dating and style, moved increasingly into the foreground and
must now be answered.



Restaurovani tri historickych kresel z raného obdobi rodu Esterhazy

CZ

Od roku 2005 byly depozitare historickych sbirek rodu Esterhazy na hradé Forchtenstein
systematicky zkoumany a predméty z téchto depozitari byly prezentovany verejnosti v souladu
s modernimi standardy vyzkumu a vystavovani. Prestoze byla béhem zkoumani docenéna cela
rada uméleckych dél, skupina na prvni pohled nevyznamnych a velmi poni¢enych kust ndbytku
z prvni poloviny 17. stoleti zUstala i nadale prehlizenou. Tato skupina zahrnovala také nékolik
historickych zidli.

Tym zahrnujici restauratory specializujici se na drevo, textil a kov restauroval v ramci tohoto
prikladového restauratorského projektu tri z téchto zidli. Cilem bylo obnovit jejich funkcni
stabilitu, zachovat historickou podstatu a restauratorskymi zasahy rehabilitovat jejich esteticky
vzhled. Védecka analyza poskytla cenné informace o stavu zidli. Po dokonceni téchto popsanych
krokl musime nyni hledat odpovédi na otdzky tykajici se jejich vyznamu v déjinach uméni,
zejména provenience, datovani a stylu.



On the restoration of three historic chairs from the early Esterhazy period
Restaurovani tfi historickych kresel z raného obdobi rodu Esterhazy

Dr. Florian T. Bayer



On the restoration of three historic chairs from the early Esterhazy period
Restaurovani tfi historickych kresel z raného obdobi rodu Esterhazy

EN

1%t chair, walnut wood, transparent coating
(shellac), backrest upholstery — wool, silk
embroidery, seat upholstery — embroidery with
petit point stitch, wool and silk on canvas

2" chair, beech wood, transparent coating
(shellac), backrest and seat upholstery, embroidery
with petit point stitch, wool and silk on canvas

3" chair, walnut wood, transparent coating
(shellac), backrest and seat upholstery —
embroidery, wool and silk on canvas

CZ

1. zidle, orechové drevo, transparentni natér

(Selak), calounéni opéraku — vina, vysivka hedvabim,
Calounéni sedaku — vysivka stehem petit point vinou
a hedvabim na platné

2. zidle, bukové drevo, transparentni natér (Selak),

Calounéni sedaku i opéraku — vysivka stehem petit
point vinou a hedvabim na platné

3. Zidle, orechové drevo, transparentni natér

(Selak), ¢calounéni sedaku i opéraku — celoplosna
vysivka vinou a hedvabim na platné

Dr. Florian T. Bayer
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approaching the wood ...
vedeni zasahu u dievénych prvka...

Proben-Nr. | Entnahmestelle Beschreibung Untersuchung

| Stuhl 1, linker Fuf3, oben innen | Holz (ev. Nussholz) + transparenter Uberzug QS.REM

2 Stuhl 2, rechter Fuf3, oben auBlen | Buchenholz + transparenter Uberzug QS, REM

3 Stuhl 3, untere Wange, Nussholz + transparenter Uberzug QS. REM
Riickseite, innen

- all three chairs show rests of brown layer - na vSech trech zidlich jsou patrné zbytky hnédé vrstvy
- REM-analyses detects traces of Al, Si, Ca, K, Mg and Fe - REM-analyzy detekuji stopy Al, Si, Ca, K, Mg a Fe
- no natural oil - Zadné prirodni oleje
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Probennumimer und Entnahmestelle Beschreibung des Schichtaufbaus approac hi ns the wood ...

(von unten nach oben) vedeni zasahu u drevé m'/ch
prvkd...

Probe 1: Stuhl 1, linker FF.I.B_.. oben innen

1. Holz (braun gebeizt)

2. Reste der Beize/des [",-'herzugs:
organisch (hohes C-Signal). ev.
etwas Ocker

Polarisation, 100 x Dunkelfeld, 100 x

Dr. Florian T. Bayer
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approaching the wood ...
vedeni zasahu u drevénych
prvkd...

UV-Licht, 100 x Blaulicht, 100 x

Polarisation, 200 x Dunkelfeld, 200 x UV-Licht, 200 x Blaulicht, 20 |
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Elektronenmikroskopie:

approaching the wood ...

vedeni zasahu u drevénych
prvkd...

Histochemische Firbungen:

Firbung auf Ol mittels Rhodamin:

HV | HFW [mag @ det |

20.00 kV 538 ym | 238 x |BSED |

Kaefer8 2017, Probe 1
REM, BSE-Bild, 240 x

~ 300 pm

Blaulicht, 200 x
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approaching the wood ...
vedeni zasahu u drevénych prvka...

Stuhl 1, Vorderseite, Ausbriche, Ubernahmezustand Stuhl 1, Vorderseite, nach Retusche der Ergénzungen, Endzustand

Dr. Florian T. Bayer



On the restoration of three historic chairs from the early Esterhazy period
Restaurovani tfi historickych kresel z raného obdobi rodu Esterhazy

EN CZ

After the upper upholstery and the original Po Setrném sejmuti svrchniho potahu calounéni
decorative nails were removed, the structure of i plvodnich dekorativnich hiebl bylo provedeno
the chair was cleaned. The missing parts of rungs oCisténi konstrukce a doplnény chybéjici ¢asti

as well as the right front leg were completed in trnozi a pravé predni nohy v odpovidajicim tvaru,
the shape of the original one. Walnut wood of ktery presné kopiruje original. Jako material bylo
similar colour and structure as the original one pouzito ofechové drevo odpovidajiciho zabarveni
was chosen. See Images 9,10,12,13 a struktury. Viz obr. 9,10,12,13

Similar completion was performed on the top Obdobné doplnéni bylo provedeno i na vrcholové
volute in the right corner of the backrest as well. voluté v pravém rohu opéradla. Viz obr. 11

See Image 11.
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approaching the wood ...
vedeni zasahu u drevénych prvka...

A “

Stuhl 1, Rechte Seite, Ausbriiche, Ubemahmezustand Stuhl 1, Rechte Seite, Erganzungen, Arbeitszustand
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Stuhl 1, Rickseite, Detail linke Volute, Stuhl 1, Rickseite, Detail linke YVolute, Stuhl 1, Rickseite, Detail linke Volute,
Vollholzausbruch, Ubemahmezustand Yollholzergdnzung, Arbeitszustand nach Retusche der Ergénzung, End-
Zustand
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Stuhl 1, Vorderseite, Detail rechter unterer Zargenbereich mit Aus- Stuhl 1, Viorderseite, Detail rechter unterer Zargenbereich nach
bruch, Ubemahmezustand Erganzung und Retusche, Endzustand
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(Ii} und erganztes Bein und Abdeckprofil, Arbeitszustand (re) Arbeitszustand (i) und nach Retusche, Endzustand (re)
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All of the metal parts (corner reinforcement,
forged nails, decorative rosettes) were cleaned in
a chemical bath. After the cleaning, the
mechanical defects occurring on the rosettes and
nails were smoothed.

The treated parts were returned to their original
place on the chairs.

CZ

VSechny kovové elementy (rohové vyztuze,
kované hrebiky, dekorativni rozety) byly ocistény
v chemické 1azni. Po ocisténi byly vyrovnany
mechanické defekty na dekorativnich rozetach

i hrebicich.

Osetfené elementy byly navraceny na plvodni
mista na vSechny zidle.

Dr. Florian T. Bayer
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approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...

Stuhl 2, linke Seite, Detail hinterer Lehnen- und Zargenbereich, Stunl 2, linke Seite, Detail hinterer Lehnen- und Zargenberegich,
Eisenwinkel zur nachiraglichen konstruktiven Sicherung, Ubemah- nach Uberdecken der Eizenwinkel, Endzustand
mezustand

Dr. Florian T. Bayer
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approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...

17 nails with three different
shapes

17 hrebik( ve tfech
rozdilnych tvarech

Dr. Florian T. Bayer



On the restoration of three historic chairs from the early Esterhazy period
Restaurovani tfi historickych kresel z raného obdobi rodu Esterhazy

approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...
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approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...
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approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...
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approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...
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approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...
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The upper upholstery layers of all three chairs Svrchni potahoviny vSech zidli byly Setrné

were carefully removed and cleaned by swabbing sejmuty a vycCistény pomoci tamponovani

with distilled water. The loose textile fibres were destilovanou vodou. Uvolnéna vlakna textilii byla
fixed by stitching. zafixovana Sitou skeletazi.

The treated textiles were returned on the top of Osetrené textilie byly navraceny na plGvodni

the original underlying canvas upholstery and its podkladovy platény potah a jejich okraje byly
edges were fixed by stitching as well. rovnéz zafixovany Sitou skeletazi.

Dr. Florian T. Bayer
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approaching the metall ...
vedeni zasahu
u kovovych prvka...
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approaching the texile ...
vedeni zasahu u textilu ...
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approaching the texile ... vedeni zasahu u textilu ...
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approaching the texile ...

vedeni zasahu u textilu ...
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Restoratian goal:

Constructive reinforcement — stabilization of the structure — reconstruction of missing parts and
adaption of colors (partial) corresponding to the general appearance of the furniture pieces —
cleaning of the historic surfaces.

Used materials:
Destilled water — bone glue/ hide glue — linden tree wood — beech wood — walnut- Araldit (REN HV
427 — 1, RENPASTE SV 427-2) — watercolor paint (Fa. Schmincke) — shellac/ colorless (Fa. Kremer).

Future treatment:
Storage and presentation: 47 — 50% humidity — room temperature between 18 — 21°C — no direct
daylight — not more than 50 Lux. Cleaning measurements with soft brush.

Dr. Florian T. Bayer



Restaurovani tfi historickych kresel z raného obdobi rodu Esterhazy

Cil restaurovani:
Konstrukéni vyztuz — stabilizace kostry — rekonstrukce chybéjicich ¢asti a (Caste¢né) prizplsobeni
barev odpovidajici celkovému vzhledu nabytku — ¢isténi historickych povrchd.

Pouzité materialy:
Destilovand voda — klih — lipové drevo — bukové drevo — ofechové drevo - Araldit (REN HV 427 -1,
RENPASTE SV 427-2) Araldit (REN HV 427 — 1, RENPASTE SV 427-2) — akvarel (Fa. Schmincke) — selak

bezbarvy (Fa. Kremer).

Budouci zachazeni/osetreni:
Uskladnéni a vystavovani: 47 — 50% vlhkost, teplota v mistnosti mezi 18 — 21°C — mimo pfimy slunecni
svit — ne vice nez 50 Lux — Cisténi pouze meékkym kartacem.

Dr. Florian T. Bayer
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The restoration team

Furniture restoration conducted by:  Susanne Kafer, Josef Rath, Daniela Sonntag - Vienna

Metall restoration conducted by: Ulrike Rossmeissl, ARGE Objektrestaurierung — Vienna

Textil restoration conducted by: Carine Gengler — Vienna

Scientific analyses conducted by: Martina Griesser, Naturwissenschaftliches Labor, KHM —Vienna
Accompaniment conducted by: Florian T. Bayer, Esterhazy Privatstiftung — Eisenstadt
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Restauratorsky tym

Restaurovani nabytku: Susanne Kafer, Josef Rath, Daniela Sonntag - Viden
Restaurovani kovu: Ulrike Rossmeissl, ARGE Objektrestaurierung — Viden
Restaurovani textilu: Carine Gengler — Viden

Védecké analyzy: Martina Griesser, Naturwissenschaftliches Labor, KHM —Viden
Vedouci tymu: Florian T. Bayer, Esterhazy Privatstiftung — Eisenstadt
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Thank you for your attention
Dékuji za pozornost

Dr. Florian T. Bayer




